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PREFACE. 

The Slovak League of America in placing this pamphlet before 
the American public has two objects in view; to acquaint the 
Americans not vitally interested in the present epochal conflict, 
with the spirit of their enemy, and to draw away a little the veil 
which has hidden Russia and her institutions. The Slovaks, know- 
ing from experience the meaning of the word **Kultur" and the 
ambitions of the Hohenzollem dynasty, are in position to judge the 
hidden purposes of this war. Their experience extended over cen- 
turies, even before the Germanic spirit of conquest was given this 
high sounding name; they suffered enough to appreciate the 
damgers that threaten the whole world. They acknowledge with 
shame that their racial kin, the Prussians, so servilly allowe«<J 
themselves to be exploited by the ambitious Hohenzollerns. It is 
but an example of what a nationality that departs from its own 
national traits may become in the hands of unscrupulous despots. 
The Slovaks sincerely believe that forcible denationalization is 
very dangerous to the peace of the world. Since German victory 
would open up an era of such activities over Central Europe, it is 
necessary now to do everything to make it impossible. 

It suited the Teutonic intriguers to discredit Russia before the 
world. Nothing that would in anyway raise it in the estimation of 
other peoples was allowed to reach them. Democratic in her 
popular institutions, she was known only as the country of the 
Czars, whom they tried to control by intrigues. So it remained the 
darkest Russia, the land of serfdom and of Siberian penal institu- 
tions. 

The pamphlet was written by Joseph GoriSar, L. D. D. who 
had ample upportunity to learn the true state of affairs in Europe. 
A Slav by birth, and a member of the Austrian Bar, he was 
for 14 years in the Austrian diplomatic service. In various capa- 
cities he served his government in Vienna, Paris, Berlin, Jassy, Con- 
stanza and Bucharest, Odessa, Belgrad, Nish, Pittsburgh, Pa., Den- 
ver, Col., and San Francisco, Cal. At the outbreak of the war he 
was sent to Berlin, where, being suspiected of his pro Ally leanings, 
he was secretly persecuted and thus forced to resign. After a long* 
and strenuous journey, he reached America. He was of great assis- 
tance to the U. S. Government in ferretting out the Dumba and 
Von Papen intrigues. His disclosures in the Providence Journal 



oi>eiiied the eyes of the U. S. (Government and paved the way to the 
arrests and conviction in New York. 

The pamphlet is not anti-socialistic; it only attempts to show, 
and succeeds in doing so, the duplicity of the German Social Demo- 
cratic Party, its hidden purpose to lull the world into security and 
thus to enable the Kaiser to attain his ambitions the more easily. 
The German Socialists might have hoped that, after German impe- 
rialism triumphed, it would be easier for them to spread their own. 
ideas, but their first object unquiestionably was the Tictory of the 
Teutonic armies. Whether their ultimate plans would have become 
easier of accomplishment can be seriously doubted, and for that 
reason it would be unwise for the world to experiment. We in 
America prefer that Democracy should win the world over rather 
than autocracy. Democracy lends itself easier to popular reform 
because essentially popular. It is nearer to the ideal towards which 
humanity is tending, equal justice to all. It is not necessary to 
retrograde first in order to make a step forward, and it is foolish 
besides. 

The people in this country need light on the situation, and it 
is hoped that this little work will do its share towards enlightening 
th^n in these mom<entou8 days. 



INTRODUCTION. 

L' habit ne fait pas le moine. 

French Proverb. 

Conceptions of the true nature of war vary with different 
peoples and in different countries. 

Gteneral Sherman's definition of war is familiar to every 
American. An Italian writer named it "bagno di sangue'', a blood- 
bath. The Bussian extremist has no definite idea of the purposes 
f;f war, he only exerts all his energies to stop it, even though he 
should thereby serve the interests of the two Kaisers. But the 
medal for originality should be handed to a subject of Prussia, tho 
country which within one generation has plunged Europe into 
four wars (1864, 1866, 187(X— 71 and 1914—!), because he found it 
to be useful. Treitschke, the war philosopher, after devoting his 
whole Ufe to its study, dubbed it ''The Fountain of Health" (Ge- 
sund-Brunnen). He wisely refrained, however, from specifying 
whether it is for the health of the nation that sheds blood or of 
the one whose blood is shed. 

The two Kaisers, who immersed half of humanity into this 
''fountain**, like the surgeons of old, thought that a little blood 
letting is necessary to dami)en the exuberant spirits of their down- 
trodden peoples, thirsting for liberty. The Germans relied on no 
lesser authority than Bismarck himself, the man of blood and iron, 
who said that every century must have a world war. As the Cen- 
tury which saw the close of the Napoleonic wars had already 
passed, the two Kaisers could not resist the temptation of in- 
augurating another epochal contest, soon after the beginning of the 
new Century. They affixed their august signatures to the ever- 
ready war declarations and tapped the Gesund-Brunnen. And the 
fountains of blood soon began to gush so abundantly as to get be- 
yond their control. The Prussian war surgeons prescribed these 
"baths'* for the two Kaisers, the same as they would the waters of 
Karlsbad, Ischl or Homburg, but only for a short period, not to 
exceed six wiecks to three months, lest, forsooth, if ta&en to excess, 
they might hurt their royal healths. 

It is easy to tap the fountains of a nation's youth, but it is 
another matter to cap it. This one began to flow like a giant, 
crimson geyser and soon got beyond the control of the operators. 
Instead of spouting only three months it is still flowing, and very 
copiously, with little prospects of stopping. 



The world wars of Napoleon lasted for twenty years, the world 
war which Wilhebn inaugurated may last just as long. Not that 
blood will flow as abundantly as it does now for such a long period 
of time, the gaping wound will close for a while, to enable Wilhelm, 
the Prussian, to restore some of the blood which is being shed in 
excess of the prescription. Then this mighty butcher will sally 
again with his lancet to open up the aorta of humanity, whenoe in- 
nocent blood will gush forth in such streams as to form a T^eritable 
sea in which the Lusitania, the Aquitania or the giant Vaterland 
could be floated, or, perchance, even torpedoed by his submersibles. 

Just now the Kaisers and their peoples urgently need a respite, 
because they ai«« suffering from the consequences of the excessive 
application of the Prussian cure, blood-letting. As in Goethe's 
'*Zauberlehrling" Wilhelm has forgotten the magic formula to 
stop this flow of blood, which is dyeing scarlet his imperial mantle 
and is threatening to drown him in its current. He is frantically 
calling upon the magician who could say "Besen, Besen, sei 'st 
gewesen" which would shut off this crimson fountain. After much 
shouting this man of witchcraft appeared finally in the form of the 
Social Democrat, the only specimen of humanity within his impe- 
rial Germanic domains who, in spite of all his vagaries, was able 
to preserve a halo of confidence over his head even in a credulous 
country like Russia, all the others having become obnoxious because 
they all made scraps of paper out of their words. 

The Kaiser had always expected that the Triple Entente would 
not last to the end, and he hoped that, at any rate, he could place 
at least one of them on the separate peace side track. Did not 
Russia come to Prussia's rescue twice already? Every school boy 
in Germany knows that his great-grand-father, of the Seven Years' 
War fame, seeing that everything was lost, was ready to commit 
suicide when he received the glad tidings that his most powerful 
enemy, the Empress Elizabeth of Russia, was dead and that she 
was succeded by Peter m., not only a weakling but even a foolish 
admirer of Frederick. The unexpected happened; Peter, at heart 
a German though on the Russian throne, concluded a separate 
peace with Prussia, ordered his victorious armies, which had cap- 
tured Berlin, to withdraw and abandoned all the Northern territories 
which had been conquered. East Prussia included, to Frederick. 
Not only that, but he ordered his armies to help Frederick by 
striking at the Austrians, who then were fighting the Prussian 
menace, not as now allied with it. Frederick was savi^d. Prussia 
soon afterwards began to gather her forces to attack Russia. In 
the mieantime, however, the Russian Czar, Alexander I., had gone 
to the assistance of Prussia and shed rivers of blood to save her 
from the might of Napoleon. Wilhelm did not doubt for a moment 
that Czar Nicholas would again save him; but he was overthrown. 
With the autocracy, his faithful ally gone, the Kaiser appealed to 



the Russian Muzhik and the Russian laborer to avert the impending 
disaster. He has especially appealed to the Russian workman to 
save his nie<;k. 

The Social Democrats the world over are wearing the German 
Portunatus' Cap of Grimm's Fables, They are either blinded or 
see only with German eyes. Can any one justly deny that Social 
Democracy is in reality the hand-maiden of Germany, and by the 
same token, that the Russian Social Democracy is also made in 
Germany? 

By calling upon his Social Democrats to save his hide by luring 
the Russians into a separate peace, the Kaiser intends to deliver to 
Russia a body blow. Every new democracy is a fools' paradise. If 
he shotdd succeed, it will always remain one of the paradoxes in the 
history of '*homo sapiens" that Prussian autocracy was saved for 
the third time, but this time not by the Russian autocracy but by 
Russian democracy. To unmask the plot of the German Social 
Democrats, who consented to serve as catspaws to pull Wilhelm's 
chestnuts out of the fire, this pamphlet is dedicated. 



THE BETRAYAL OF SOCIALISM. 

PART I. 

ChaptMr I. 

THE IHDIOTMENT. 

The Claim of Soeialism as a Cure for War. The Promises and 
Pledges of the German Socialists. The Betrayal. Its causes. 
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The whole strength of Marxian Socialism rests upon its advo- 
eacy of peace and denunciation of war. It is superfluous to cite 
any authorities in support of this contention. 

Owing to its persistent propaganda, Soeialism, before the war, 
was almost universally regarded as the unfailing remedy for war. 
Even to-day it is extolled as such by the German propagators and 
some deluded Qierman sympathizers. Only recently. Rev. Prosser, 
one of the leading Socialists of America, wrote as follows in his 
pamphlet, "Militarism": *'The cause of war is capitalism: the cure 
for war, socialism. War is an effect which can be stopped only 
witk the destruction of its cause. Peistoei is an effect which can be 
realized only when its cause is put under operation." 

The German Socialists were tespecially prolific in such utter- 
ances. One of their leaders, years before the European tragedy, 
declared that war was impossible, because the German Socialists 
were opposed to it. 

THE GERMAN SOGIAXISTS SOLEMNLY PLEDGED THEM- 
SELVES TO PREVENT THE OXTTBREAK OF THE WAR. 

The last solemn pledge of the whole German Social-Democratic 
Party to make war impossible was made only six weeks before the 
outbreak of the European war. At the International Socialist Con- 
gress, held in Paris on the 14th day of June, 1914, the foremost 
representatives of German Socialism declared that the German 
Social-Democrats were strongly opposed to war, because they re- 
garded it as serving only the interests of international capitalism. 



THE BBTEATAL. 

The belief that, with the Social-Demoeratic Party of Qiermany 
opposing it, war in general and a war between France and Ger- 
many in particular was impossible, was very widespread among 
the SocialiiSts, especialy in France. When the war cloud did burst 
over Europe, and for som time afterwards, there were many who 
expected that the German Social-Democrats would give some tan- 
gible proofs of their opposition to the Kaiser. Instead of that, 
dispatches brought the news that all party distinctions in the Ger- 
man Reichstag, of which the Socialists formed the strongest orga- 
nized body, were wiped out as if by magic, that at the very mo- 
ment when the Kaiser declared himself for war he condescended 
to shaike hands with the representatives of the Social-Democratic 
Party. 

THE BEMOTE CAUSES. 

It may be justly asked whether it was merely the instinctive 
servility of the G»ermans towards their Imperial Euler that im- 
pelled the German Social-Democrats so suddenly to abandon all 
their democratic party principles and to make common cause with 
the high aristocracy and the war lords of Germany. Was it the 
inborn spirit of war, which since the times of the Ceasars has not 
forsaken the Germans, that induced the leaders of the Social-Demo^ 
cratic Party to cast off so promptly the peaceful masks which they 
had worn all their lifetime? Was it military discipline that made 
them forget in a moment all that was dear to them but. an hour be- 
fore! Or was it a cowardly fear of the vengeance that would be 
visited upon them by the military caste, that brought about their 
instantaneous conversion from believers in peace into admirers of 
war! It was suggested that it was not fear of bodily injury that 
induced the leaders of the German Social-Democrats to lower the 
red flag of Internationalism and to hoist in its stead the flag of the 
German War-Lord, but that it was the fear that it would spell the 
doom of the Social-Democratic Party in Germany unless it obeyed 
servilly and promptly the call to arms. Can such an explanation 
stand the light of searching criticism when we take into considera- 
tion the fact that no power on Earth, be the same even the might 
of the German Emperor or of the Prussian Government, can de- 
stroy any political party that dares to oppose its mandate! The 
only conclusion that can be drawn from this momentous event is 
that the teachings of German Social Democracy were never deeply 
rooted in the hearts of the German proletariat and that they in 
reality never found a response in the soul of the German people, 
but remained only hollow promises of an earthly Paradise for the 
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people of Germany, with never an expectation of being realized by 
any of the ordinary means preached by the Social-Democratic Par- 
ty, but rather by the agencies which were so persistently and 
patiently taught by the professors of German militarism. It seems 
that the inefficiency of the Social Democratic evangel dawned so 
suddenly upon the minds of the masses of the Social Democrats 
that they quickly and willingly forsook the ranks of their party 
and deserted en masse to the camps of the Pan-German and Mi- 
litaristic parties at the first opportunity that was offered them 
by the men whom they so stubbornly resisted all their lifetime- 

THE IMHEDIATE CAUSES. 
Why the Socialists sided with the Kaiser. 

In spite of the extenuating circumstances which the Social- 
Democratic Party may plead in its defense, the indisputable fact 
remains that it has played a double role throughout the entire pe- 
riod of its predominance, preaching pacifism abroad and practicing- 
militarism at home. 

What were, then, the immediate reasons for this game of du- 
plicity which the Social Democrats of Germany played for such a 
long time? What were the reasons for their abondonment of the 
socialistic creed of peace for rifles and bayonets? Th«se causes are 
of two kinds; intellectual and economic. The first was the struggle 
for the predominance of their Socialistic theories, the second was 
the struggle of Germany for economic preeminence, which directly 
led to this war. 

THE STRUGGLE FOK PREDOMINANCE IN THE REALM 

OF IDEAS. 

A) With the Latins, represented by France. 

This struggle for the predominance of their theories taught the 
German Socialists their first lesson in duplicity. On the whole this, 
struggle for the supremacy of ideas is not a new one. Its first acts 
were enacted during the period that preceeded the Franco-Prussian 
war. Then there were three kinds of Socialism struggling for 
supremacy in Europe; the French Collectivism, whose chief expo- 
nent was Proudhon; German Social-Democracy, taught by Marx 
and the Russian Communism, Anarchism, Nihilism, proclaimed hy 
Bakunin, Prince Kropotkin and others. During this period the 
French ideas led in the race, the German following them and the 
Russian left far behind. 

With the declaration of the Franco-Prussian war, this race be- 
tween the French and German Socialists entered upon its last lap.. 
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Prencli Collectivism would have retained its ascendency over the 
German theories of social reform had not the armies of Prance 
been defeated by those of Prussia. The downfall of the Prench 
Empire brought down with it the Prench Collectivism! of Proudhon, 
The center of the labor movement shifted from Prance to Germany. 
Nobody rejoiced more over the outbrealk) of the Pranco-Prussian 
war than did the Socialist leaders of GermAny, giving Bismarck, 
Moltke and Wilhelm their unstinted and most enthusiastic support 
in their campaigns againts the Prench armies. Marx knew only 
too well what a German victory would bring to the Geiman So- 
cialists in return for their support of the war party. Throughout 
the whole war, Marx's hatred for Prance and his Pan-Germanic 
chauvinism knew no bounds. So deepseated was his dislike for 
•everything Prench that even after the struggle for the supremacy 
or the various theories was over and the German victory assured, 
he maintained an irreconcilable attitude towards the Prench and 
the Eussian Socialists, who towards the end of the war dared to 
sympathize with Prance. That the position of the Social Demo- 
crats of Germany was one and inseparably united with the interests 
of the German Empire among the nations of Europe soon became 
so obvious to the German Socialists, that it could not have been lost 
sight of in any future conflict of their nation with any country of 
Euroi>e or other parts of the world. 

B) With the Slavs, represented 1^ Russia. 

No sooner was the fight between the Prench and German 
Socialists at an end, than the German Socialists began to entrench 
themselves in preparation for a struggle with Eussian Socialism. 

When this struggle loomed up and the German Socialists became 
aware of Germany's political and economic ambitions eastward, 
they espoused them with fervor and enthusiasm. The immemorial 
dislike wliich every German and especially every Prussian harbors 
for all things Slavic revealed itself in all its nakedness. The Ger- 
man Socialists did not conceal their hatred for the Slavs during 
the Bulgarian atrocities. When Eussia entered the fray to liberate 
the Christians from under the Turkish misrule and to prevent the 
massacres of the Bulgarian peasants by the Bashibozouks, Herr 
Liebknecht, the Elder, launched a vicious attack against Eussia. 
The Slavs, and especially the South Slavs, should nev^r forget that 
when Turkey waged this war of extermination againts them, Lieb- 
knecht wrote to his friend Prederick Engels, another leader of 
German Socialists, the words which are now historic: **The Slavs 
ought to croak (krepieren) ". This correspondence shows that this 
professed advocate of humanity was in fact its worst foe, and it 
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discloses his duplicity in Socialistic matters. Publicly he was pro- 
claimaing his sympathies for suffering humanity, secretly, however, 
he was advocating barbarity, the extermination of a whole race. 
It would seem that Marx's blind chauvinism clouded his mental 
horizon to such an extent that he looked upon his Pan-Germanism,, 
of which he was an ardent follower, as standing above any con- 
siderations of humanity. But there is even a deeper reason for his 
attitude against Russia, and the Balkan Slavs: the general opinion 
just as prevelant to-day as it was in his days, was that the Slav 
peoples are a lower type of humanity (minderwertig) and that the 
only way of dealing with them is to subjugate them and to crush 
them under the Prussian heel, until they will become Germanized. 

SOCIALISM THE WAR-TOOL OF AUSTRL^ AND OERKLAlNY 

TO CONQUER THE SLAV. 

The German and Austrian goTJerments knew well this inborn 
hatred and jealousy of the German and also of the Magyar Social- 
Democrats, and they often used the Socialists as their, tools to 
effect their designs upon Russia and the South Slavs. In course of 
time both these parties became the conscious and valuable assistants 
of their governments in arousing and disseminating among the 
masses of the Germans and Magyars the fiercest hatred against 
Russia and the Slavs in general. The official Press Bureaus of the 
Central Powers could have found no abler helpers in their cam- 
paigns against the Slavs than these conceited and self-complaisant, 
pedantic Socialists. They spread among the German people so 
many false stories and calumnies about everything Russian and 
Slavic that the people of the Central Empires, including among 
them even some deluded Slavs of Austria, were eagerly awaiting 
the war against Russia. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY IN THE WORLD MARKETS 

Loolking upon the world as an economic unit and taking into 
consideration Germany's activities in its principal markets, we will 
easier understand that the economic reasons were the deeper and 
the more potent ones, which induced the German Social-Democrats 
to forsake so suddenly their pacific platform and to substitute in 
its stead the war principles of Treitschke and Bemhardi. 

Since its foundation until the outbreak of this war, the German 
Empire has undergone prodigious changes. Great industries sprang 
up on all sides. The people left their farms and found more profit- 
able work in the mills and factories, transforming themselves rap- 
idly into city dwellers, while foreigners, almost exclusively Slavs 
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from Austria and Bussia, took their places upon the farms. The 
German industrial workers and the German bauers ceased to emi- 
grate to America in as large numbers as they did some twenty or 
thirty years ago. This change in the economic condition of Ger- 
many and of its laboring classes was partly brought about by the 
efforts and the far seeing policy of the government and partly, of 
course, by the skill, energy, commercial honesty and industry of the 
German people themselves, qualities which even their most in- 
veterate enemy must give them credit for. Immense profits began 
to flow from all parts of the globe, but principally from Eussia, 
to which coutry a vast quantity of inferior products was exported. 
Of this general welfare that was fast spreading all over Germany 
the laboring classes had their full shar<e. 

OEBMAN SOCIALISTS PLEASED WITH THE PRACTICAL 
RESULTS OF GERMAN MILITARISM. 

None but the blind could have seen that the wars of 1864, 1866> 
and especially the war of 1870, which made the German Empire so 
mighty and prosperous, have brought a great boon to the working 
classes. The German Socialists did appreciate that this general 
prosperity was due to the wonderful military machine and its 
readiness for war which enabled G'ermany to overthrow the French 
Empire, and that it was due chiefly to the work of a highly 
organized military state as represented by Prussia. They dis- 
covered that their theories had been upset long ago by the practical 
residts achieved by militarism. They saw that the new industries^ 
brought into being by this militarism, have grown to such propor- 
tions that hundreds of thousands of skilled and unskilled workmen 
made their living by them. The manufacture of guns, arms, and 
munitions, the great shipbuilding industries, the woolen and cotton 
industries that supplied the army with clothing, the factories for 
all kinds of equipment for the army and the navy reached such 
magnitude that it would have been folly for the faithfull followers 
of Socialism to try to stem this mighty tide which gave employment 
to such vast numbers. 

GERMANY THE ARSENAL OF THE WORLD. 

Victorious Germany, moreover, became the arsenal of the 
world, where dozens of nations came yearly to procure the necessa- 
ry supplies of military equipment. The more the Kaiser boosted 
the Erupp guns, the more the laboring classes had to be thankful 
for to him for all he did iu promoting this German trade. The 
more work was given to the Krupps to supply the world wide de^- 
inand for guns and munitions, the more the laboring classes had to 
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thank him for what he did in promoting the supplementary in- 
dustries of the Krui)p works. The wider, therefore, grew the 
sphere of German commerce, the greater became the demand for 
German goods outside of Germany and the clearer it became to the 
laboring classes and to the leading German Socialists, that their 
own well being was greatly, if not altogether, dependent upon Ger- 
man exports, and consequently upon the general condition of the 
German Empire. 

So interwoven became the German prosperity and the interests 
of the Social-Democratic Party, that the Socialists began to con- 
sider it as their sacred duty to support the government in all its 
policies. Every change in the fortunes of Germany in her inter- 
national relations were soon felt in the family budget of the laborer. 
Every failure or success of German diplomacy could be read, as on 
a barometer, on the pay envelope of the worikingman. It is little 
wonder, then, that the German Socialists quickly realized, that in 
practice their theories would have to be coordinated to the neces- 
sities and exigencies of the Prussian military machine, which in 
the future would have to be their all in all. Every market acquired 
by ruse or force was their gain; every market lost through blund- 
ers or the impotence of German diplomacy was their loss, which 
made itself felt in the pockets of the German Socialists. The more 
daring German diplomacy became in procuring new markets, the 
greater preparations were necessary to conquer additional ones, with 
its accompanying greater activity in the industries; the larger the 
profits of the German laborers making war supplies and the more 
faithful was their support of the warlike policies of their govern- 
tnent. 

GERMAN SOCIALISTS APPROVE THE POLICY OF 

CONQUEST. 

-War preparations were looked upon by the German Socialists as 
an insurance against the loss of any of the markets already on the 
list of German commerce and industry. Nobody had to entertain as 
great a fear of what the future would inevitably bring than did the 
Socialists. Theirs were the difficulties which German diplomacy en- 
countered in Europe and elsewhere ; theirs were the triumphs which 
it achieved for the Vaterland in any part of the world. It was 
repeatedly said within the last few years that German Social-Demo- 
cracy had, through its leaders or some party members, which 
amounts to the same thing, whole-heartedly advocated the German 
policy in Morocco and the Austrian absorption of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina, going even so far as to advise strongly the acquisition of 
colonies for Germany or Austria by taking away from Turkey her 
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Asiatic possessions, from France, her African colonies and frdni 
Holland, Belgium and Portugal all their colonial dependencies. 

OEBMANY'S AMBITION TO HAKE RUSSIA HEB COLONY. 

For many years past thei German Socialists not only entertained 
dreams of a great colonial empire, but they also solemnly pledged 
themselves not to give ground in any of the great markets which 
had been conquered for German trade and commerce, chief among 
wrhich was Bussia with her boundless natural resources and her 
great possibilities for the future. The exporting of German goods to 
Russia grew very rapidly after the Russo-Japanese war, mainly be- 
cause of the advantages wrung from her through a commercial treaty 
concluded shortly after the outbreak of that war. The difficulties 
in which Russia found herself in those days were utilized by the 
German diplomats to gain concessions for their commerce, which 
otherwise they never could have obtained. The year before this war 
broke out, Germany controlled 52% of the Russian imports, totaling 
about 1,200 million marks. With the remarkable advance that 
Bussia made in all fields of human endeavor and with the growth of 
her exports, principally raw materials, such as wheat, cattle etc., 
Germany soon saw that she would have to increase her exports 
materially, and that she would have to conclude with Russia a new 
treaty, even more advantageous than the previous one. To retain 
control of this market was the imperative duty not only of the Ger- 
man government but of every loyal son, am:ong whom were naturally 
counted the German Socialists as well, because hundreds of thous- 
ands of their families were supported by the gold which flowed so 
bountifully from Russia. The hatred of the German Socialists for 
Russia did not hinder them from seeing clearly, that it would be to 
their advantage if Germany retained her privileged position in the 
Russian markets. But disquieting reports came from there. Russia 
was preparing to encourage the establishment of factories in her 
own empire. 

GEBMANT BUSKED THIS WAB FOB THE BUSSIAN MABKET* 

Russia had this plan in mind even before she was forced hastily 
into the Japanese war and only her troubles in the East prevented 
her from carrying it out. At that time Russia very reluctantly gave 
up her intentions. The German diplomats Iknew well that their 
struggle for the renewal of the commercial treaty which was to ex- 
pire in 1917 would be a very hard one. Germany was prepared to 
face the greatest difficulties and to resort to every means, war In- 
cluded, to retain what she deemed of the utmost importance for her 
Dear, as well as her distant future. Already signs of serious in- 
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dustrlal depression, (some even called it a panic,) were noticeable 
in Germany. Students of political economy predicted a grave in- 
dustrial crisis to break'out in 1916 or 1917. With foreign markets 
shut off it would havie si>elled ruin for Germany. The greatest suff- 
erer of such a calamity would, of course, have been the laboring 
man. That tlie Socialists were very much alarmed at this may "well 
be imaginedi That they lent themselves so willingly to all the di- 
plomatic maneuvers of the Imperial Grerman diplomats can, in view 
of these circumstances, be easily understood. 

SECRET PACT BETWEEN THE OEBUAN SOCIALISTS AND 
THE aEBMAN AND AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENTS. 

It is not difficult to find out what went on behind the scenes 
end what negotiations were conducted between the German states- 
men and the representatives of the Social-Democratic Party during 
the years before the war, as well as during the month that im- 
mediately preceeded its declaration. There always was a cor- 
relation between the activities of the two. On the 3rd of July, 

1913, that is exactly thirteen months before the outbreak of the 
war, the votes of the Social-Democratic Party were responsible 
for the passage of the law which, in the light of later de- 
velopments, must be considered as the first step in 
the declaration of the European war by Germany. On that memor- 
able day, Herr von Bethmann HoUweg asked the German Parliament 
to pass a law empowering the Government to tax the people one 
billion marks "for extraordinary military expenses". The German 
Socialists at that time even assured the Government of their willing- 
ness to provide, in future years, for similar extraordinary expen- 
ditures. Is it, therefore, so v«ry extraordinary that on August 4th, 

1914, the Social Democratic Party in the Reichstag voted unanim- 
ously the huge military credits which were asked by the Govern- 
ment for the immediate opening of hostilities against Russia! 

SOCIALIST COMFLIGITT WITH THE KAISER. 

German Socialists declared their willingness to vote for this 
measure only after they were shown the telegrams that had been 
exchanged between the Kaiser and the Czar, during the days that 
preceeded the German Emperor *s declaration of war against Russia. 
These telegrams, it was said, were of such import that the Social 
Democrats could not help but give their unanimous support to 
their Government. That this is not an explanation, or at least not 
a sufficient one, to preclude the charge of complicity of the Socialists 
with the diplomacy of the Wilhelmstrasse, is only too apparent from 
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tlie careful perusal of those telegrams. German commercial impe- 
linlism had won the upper hand in the councils of Ger)T.aii Social 
Democracy. ^ 

The German Socialists soon afterwards boasted that they con* 
tributed twenty army corps to the Kaiser. Those Socialist members 
of the Eeichstag who, on account of their age, were unable to join 
the colors helped with their influence the Imperial diplomats, to 
keep the neutral countries out of war, or to persuade them to take 
the field against the Allies. A commission of their most prominent 
members, headed by Suedekum, went to Italy, and afterwards to 
Rumania, to supply the Socialists of those countries with money and 
carloads of pamphlets to carry on a relentless propaganda against 
the Allies. Another prominent group went to Belgium to propose to 
the unfortunate laborers of that country the most sordid contract 
that was ever placed before any man of a conquered country by a 
civilized gorvemment. If this war wUl have no other result, it 
certainly has already shown up the German Social Democracy in its 
true colors; disclosed its two faced duplicity similar to that of the 
Homan war god, Janus, exhibiting a peaceful countenance on one 
side and warlike features on the other, just as circumstances requir- 
ed it. 

AMERICAN SOCIALISTS DECEIVED BT THE OEBUANS. 

It is to be regretted that some American Socialists, like Fill- 
more, are still advocating the cause of German Socialism, instead of 
repudiating it and its flimsy excuses for the warlike attitude it ex- 
hibited during the greatest crisis which the continent of Europe, and 
with it all humanity, ever faced. It is difficult to see why the Ame- 
rican Socialists should so enthusiastically support the German cause 
in this war, going even so far as to predict that nothing short of a 
decisive victory for Prussianized Germany over Europe, and with it 
over the American Continent as welt, would bring about lasting 
peace to mankind. Such ecctravagant utterances are so unthinkable 
for free bom Americans that it is to be presumed, that they were 
Tittered merely to save International Socialism from complete dis- 
ruption. We are inclined to assume that American Socialists are. at 
this time defending German Social Democracy and the German war 
party simply from party idealism or from the misapprehension of 
the facts and in disregard of the real underlying causes of the Eu- 
ropean war; as otherwise they would not for a minute think of de- 
fending a cause that is not their own and of which they seem to 
know so remarkably little. 

But at last light has dawned even on the American Socialists. 
John Spargo, member of the executive committee of the Socialist 
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Party in America, in his letter, resigning from that body, declared 
that Socialism in America has been ''committed to a program essen- 
tially nnneutral, un-American and pro-Gkrman": '*Thru the utter- 
ances and actions of the national committee and. our press, the party 
has been placed in the position of favoring precisely the things de- 
sired by the German foreign office and of opposing the things the 
Qerman foreign office opposed. We have repeated all the mirerable 
evasions and apologies of German statesmen and been silent upon 
those questions on which the German interests required silence." In 
other words this is a confession that Gennan diplomacy gained the 
upper hand in the executive councils of the American Socialists the 
same as it did in those of the Social-Democratic Party of Germany. 
Truly a far reaching influence. 

THE ''MENSCHEN-ABSCHLACHTUKOS-INDUSTBIE" 
The Industry of SlarUghtmng Men. 

In view of the above facts, what can the world expect from the 
German Social-Democratic Party or of International Socialism? Es- 
pecially when it is remembered, that German Socialists quite cold- 
bloodedly look upon the war industries and their products as the 
natural and legitimate industries for the purpose of slaughtering hu- 
man beings, the ''Menschen-Abschlachtungs-Industrie", as it was 
christened by one of the founders of German Socialism, bringing in 
its wake a diminution of the supply of labor in the open market, and 
therefore, a greater opportunity of employment for the surviTX)rs. 

Chapter 11. 

THE EVIDENCE AND THE BRIEF. 

Ample proofs for the contentions in the preceeding Chapter 
were furnished since the outbreak of the war by the leaders of the 
Social-Democratic Party. 

LIEBENECHT SAID THAT THE KAISER WAGES THIS WAR 

FOR CONQUEST. 

The spokesman of the German Social Democratic Party, Herr 
Doctor Liebknecht, in an interview, published in the Outlook, tried 
to excuse the German Socialists for their attitude in this war. 

''When the war began, the Socialists were fully aware that it 
was a war due entirely to the capitalistic incentive of Austria- 
Hungary .... It is a war of conquest. We know the Imperial 
Government (of Germany) intends it to be a war of conquest. There 
are rich mines in France and Belgium. They will never be given 
back.'' 
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By this frank confession, LieUknecht clearly shows the capital- 
istic snotives of Germany: the conquest of new lands to the West 
and, through Austria-Hungary to the South-East of Germany: of 
Serbia, Montenegro, Albania and Salonica, and then the political 
absorption of Bulgaria, Turkey and Mesopotamia. 

''The causes of the war were obscure, he further says, Czarism 
was ostensibly the issue on which the war began, and it was on 
that issue that the Social Democratic block voted the war credits 
on August 5., 1914." 

Since grossest materialism, conquest, characterizes, according 
to Liebknecht's confession, the Germanic aims to the West and to 
the South-East, could they have been idealistic towards the Eastf 

THE GERMAN REICHSTAG ALSO FOR CONQUEST 

IN THE EAST. 

Dr. Dietrich Hahn, leader of the Agrarian Junkers, and a 
member of the Reichstag, in his speech delivered before that body 
on April 27., 1917, said that Germany's submarine success now in- 
sured the unconditional surrender of her enemies. "Let us keep 
to Bismarck's policy; Germany's future is a future of battle and 
conquest. We must have the coal fields of Longwy and Briey. We 
must have fresh territories for emigration in the East. We must 
not return any lands we hav« conquered. Already we have foolish- 
ly bestowed a kingdom upon Poland without securing Germany's 
rights therein." It is, therefore, a war of conquest in the East also. 
*' Czarism" was but a pretext, a thin screen behind which to hide 
the i^eal purposes. 

THE KAISER IMITATING NAPOLEON. 

Napoleon wanted to make Europe, and the rest of the world, 
the exclusive market for French products and to wipe out the En- 
glish competiton in oversea markets. His campaigns against the 
Germanic States, against Prussia, Austria, Spain and England were 
only the fore-runners of that formidable expedition against Russia, 
which constituted . the world war of a century ago. Prussia, since 
the times of Bismarck, traveled the same Napoleonic road. Her 
camivaigns against Denmarck, (1864), Austria (1866), France (1870- 
71) were only the precursors and the prejyaratory steps for the 
supreme struggle for the undisputed possession of the markets of 
Europe and, consequently, the whole world. Every Century has 
its great war, said Bismarck ; who was, however, rather reluctant to 
engage in one against Russia, knowing that it would mean a world 
war. Everybody in Europe, particularly in Austria and Germany, 
expected a war, which would force Russia within the circle of Ger- 
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suux indtuitrial inflaenee, and wh^ch would mean a world war. Is 
it credible that the German Socialists alone were '^ike sheep with- 
out a shepherd'', as Herr Liebfcnecht would want us to believe, t& 
allow themselyes to be deceived? The Socialists knew that a war 
on Russia meant a world war; and they did their best to lead their 
adherents into it. They unceasingly denounced Russia for her 
treatmient of Finland, Poland and the Jews, forgetting that the 
Germans in Russia were in fact responsible for it, because they were 
directing the policies of Russia, and forgetting how brutally Ger- 
many was treating at the same time her own non-German popula- 
tion. 

Russia with her immense territories and her population rapidly 
nearing the 200 million mart, is, like America, a world by itself. 
She cannot allow herself to be treated as a mere dependency of any 
foreign country or as a vassal of any foreign ruler, no matter how 
ambitious he be, and were he the Kaiser of Germany himself. Russia 
is fighting a life and death struggle, not only to preserve her poli- 
tical individuality, but also to prevent becoming the helpless victun 
of the monopolizing and predatory instincts of her neighbor. 

THE ''WELTBEICH", OEBBIANT'S AMBITION. 

Napoleon sacrificed millions of men in an attempt to realize his 
ambitions. Bismarck had, and now Bethmann-Hollweg and the 
Kaiser are likewise sacrificing millions of men, and are ready to 
immolate millions more, to wipe out whole nations, to put into ef- 
fect this same impossible scheme, to build on the dead bodies of 
empires and slaughtered nations a great, invincible Central Europe, 
"das wahre Reich. der echten Mitte'', from which the HohenzoUems 
. would rule the destinies of the Earth. Obsessed with this same 
folly, they are driving the German people towards the same goal. 
*'The world must not opi>ose us or else it must go down with us; 
*'rule or ruin'' is the battle cry of these would-be founders of the 
"Welt-Reich'*, of which industrial Germany and Austria would be 
the nucleus. In the pursuit of this chimerical idea, the Germans 
were mercilessly exterminating the innocent population of Belgium, 
France, Poland and Russia, Serbia and Armenia; they are destroy- 
ing the merchant fleets of their enemies and of the neutral coun- 
tries. It will be proven elsewhere that the massacres of the civi- 
lian population were peri)etrated intentionally, forming a part of 
the program erf frigthfulness for which the old Germanic tribe* 
were famous in ancient history. 
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''THIS TIME WE WANT TO MAKE WAE A0AIN8T 

THE SLAVS''. 

The Germans considered their secular struggle with France at 
doecd. Tiiat is the reason why they boastfully announced in their 
war proclamations that this is to be a war against the Slavs: **B* 
gilt den Erieg gegen die Slaven". It is passing strange that even 
to-day German sympathizers say that the causes of this war are 
obscure, and it is still stranger to hear the Social Democrats re- 
peating over and over again, like some magic formula, the now 
historic lies of the Kaiser: ''I and my country were attacked by a 
world in arms;" ''I am innocent of this blood;" **I did not will 
this war;" and similar outcries of a guilty conscience. It would 
only show a woeful lack of perspicacity on the part of the German 
Socialists to admit that they did not know for what purpose the 
credits which in 1914 they voted unanimously were destined. For 
many years every average man in Germany knew that his country 
was preparing for her war of conquering Russia and that she was 
pressing Austria, her ally, into the same venture. By voting the 
first billion in 1913 and by voting for the law which provided pen- 
sions for the wives and children of the reservists in case of war, 
which law was passed simultaneously in Austria also a long time 
before the war, the Socialists of the German Empires lent them- 
selves to the war party and gave their consent and approval to the 
conquest of Bussia. 

The Socialists made only one mistake and that regarding the 
duration of this war. The war party promised them that it wiU 
be but a short, but spectacular war; that it will be a highly profit- 
able war. Every German confidently expected these results. The 
Germans learned from the Bismarckian wars, that *'war pays". 

THE GERMAN SOCIALISTS EXPECTED HUGE INDEMNITIES 

FROM FRANCE AND RUSSIA. 

The Socialists considered this war as a good investment. None 
of them- doubted the assurances of the war party that, after lasting 
but three short months, it would bring Germany at least 25 billion 
Franks in gold. It will thus be easily understood what Dr. Lieb- 
knecht meant when an American interviewer told him ''We Ameri- 
cans think, you have been, to put it frankly, cowardly'' and he 
answered: '*Well, perhaps we were. Remiember that the German 
Social Democrats own property worth more than Twenty Million 
Marks. Perhaps the German Socialists do not care to risk it all.'' 
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This is an illuminating admission and should be carefully noted 
by the Socialists the world over, who receive their watch word 
from Berlin. The Gierman Socialists prefered to take their share 
of the billions which they firmly expected to bring home from the 
battle fields, to losing their twenty million Marks; to have the 
honor of shaking hands with the Kaiser to being called '^Vaterland- 
Verrater". 

Kautsky and Bernstein, the other two Socialist leaders, did not 
differ in their views from liebknecht. When interviewed they 
acknowledged that the German Social-Democratic Party made no 
effort to stop this war, not even in the Reichstag, ''because the 
Kaiser does not ask permission from the Beichstag to make war. 
He asks only for money to carry on the war." 

THE SOCIALISTS GAVE FBEELY THZIB MONEY FOR THIS 

WAR OF CONQUEST. 

Money is the all powerful factor in war. It is its sharpest 
weapon. The Socialists of Germany willingly handed this weapon 
to the Kaiser. The One Billion Marks in 1913 was voted to him 
unanimously by all the Socialists, the Five Billion in August, 1914, 
only with the exception of Liebknecht and a few others. The sad 
truth about thisHs" that even these few dissenting votes were cast 
against this credit only to avert from German Social-Democracy the 
wrath of the Socialists of the warring nations and to prevent the 
sudden and complete collax>se of the '* Internationale", of which the 
German Socialists were the founders and in which they played a 
very important role. They did not want to bum all their bridges 
behind them. Everywhere in Germany the people knew that the true 
reason for casting these dissenting votes was the desire on the part 
of the leaders to leave a loophole to them through which, after the 
war, they might crawl out to renew the relations with the So- 
cialists of other countries. The Kaiser knew this beforehand and 
approved of it. And a wise course it was, too. The Socialists proved 
themselves to be the staunch supporters of the Kaiser, acting os his 
emissaries, and at the same time they retained at least a flimsy 
pretext for keeping the confidence of their blind followers abroad. 

TWO MILLION SOCIALISTS FIGHTING IN THE KAISER'S 

ARMIES. 

The German Socialists must shoulder their full share of the 
responsibility for the continuation of this war, because they form 
one of the largest units of the great fighting machine of Germany 
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serving in the army, the navy and manning the submersibles. Fnlly 
two million German Socialists, according to Kautsky's boast, are 
fighting under the banner of the Kaiser and a proportionate num- 
ber of them is making guns, munitions, poisonous gases, Zeppelins, 
submarines and other war paraphernalia. And notwithstanding all 
this, Kautsky pretended that the Socialists of Germany were power- 
less to prevent the outbreak of this war. Strange logic, if we take 
into consideration that the Austrian Slavs, who surrendered to 
Russia and to Serbia crossed the plans of the Teuton War Lords on 
the battlefields. 

ONE MILLION GERMAN AND MAOTAB SOCIALISTS FIOHT- 

INO FOB THE HAPSBUBOS. 

It is rather sad to contemplate that two million Gterman, 
and at least one half that number of German and Magyar So- 
cialists of Austria joined the armies of tiie two Kaisers, without a 
word of protest, to massacre in cold blood their comrades in Bel- 
gium, Prance and Russia. It is unthinkable that they were power- 
less to do anything against this war; they who so clamorously 
proclaimed their opposition to war before it broke out, were such 
ardent advocates of peace, and who had so many blind followers 
in other countries. "Why did they not show mercy to their inno- 
cent victims, who today number millions? Death is not sweeter 
to a Belgian Socialist because the death wound is inflicted by his 
comrade from across the Rhine. Was it simply disloyalty to their 
party i>ledges or was it cowardice? The German Socialists want 
all their comrades in enemy and neutral countries to observe 
faithfully the party principles, by opposing war with all their 
might and thus help in the triumph of Germany and German So- 
cialism: all this according to the precepts of Marx and Engels, 
given to the followers at the time of the Franco-Prussian, and 
the other Bismarckian wars. The German Socialists, at least in 
war times, want to be nothing but Germans. They do not care 
to be called traitors to their Vaterland, but they do not care a rap 
how many traitors to their countries there are among their follow- 
ers elsewhere. They want to contribute their share to the con- 
quest of the world. Germany will be all the better off for their 
w^ork for her; but it will also be to the immense advantage of the 
German Socialists also. That is the reason why all their Socialistic 
principles became mere scraps of paper when the bugle sounded. 

SOCIALISM AND IMPEBIALISM ONE IN OEBMANY- 

*'In other countries Socialism and imperialism are sworn foes, 
but in Germany imperialism has embodied in the state some of 
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the theories and some of the praetioecr of Socialism, and as a nesult 
there are leading Socialists in Germany, how many and how in- 
Ifluential We do not know, who are ready to enter into partner- 
ship with imperialism in securing for Germany a world empire. 
A single quotation from a single Socialist must here suffice to 
make this ckar. Herr Richard Calwer, a Socialist, writing in the 
''Sozialistische Monatshefte," says: ** There is no industrial coun- 
try in the world which has so large an increase of population as 
Germany. We see how the enterprise of all other powerful in- 
dustrial lands — Japan last of all — appropriates the globe, and 
Social Democrats cannot expect German enterprise to stay quietly 
at home and renounce the aims of world policy. How is it ex- 
pected that Socialism will be realized if this view prevails? Should 
not and must not capitalism first bring the world under subjection 
before a Socialistic organization of economics will be possible! 
If this question be answered affirmatively, it follows that capital 
— ^including German capital as well — must go forth and subdue the 
world vrith the means and weapons which are at its disposal.*' We 
commend this paragraph to the consideration of American So- 
cialists." 

(Outloork Mag. June 6—1917.) 

KAISER WILHELM THE MODEBN SLAV MUEDEBEB. 

The (Jerman Socialists should not foolishly talk of defensive 
warfare. Nobody would have dared to attack Germany and no- 
body thought of invading her territory. And nobody could have 
done it, had the Germans defended it. Had they but built on 
their borders, at their weakest points, if only to ease their minds, 
such trenches as they hastily built in the heart of Franc© and 
Belgium, no army that could have been mustered against them 
could have ever crossed them. But it so happens, to disprove this 
contention that the Germans are ''defending" their Vaterland 
in Belgium, France, deep in the heart of Russia, on the Italian 
frontiers, on the Greek border, in Mesopotamia,, in Persia, Egypt 
etc. Never was there a greater absurdity than this offered to 
delude the world. The German Socialists should be the first 
ones to lay down their arms and go home to wash off the blood 
stains from their fair German name, instead of helping in the 
bloody work of the **Mad Butcher'' of Europe as the British sol- 
diers have dubbed the Kaiser, or the *'Wynda-murdier" or Slav- 
Killer, as the Slavs have christened him. 

(Wynda or Wenden is the ancient name for the Carynthian or 
Pannonian Slavs. Charlemagne was the first to receive from the 
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ancient German Chroniclers the name ''Wynda-murdier" for his 
slaughters among the Western Slavs.) 

THE EAISEBIZATION OF THE 800IAL-DEM0CBTIC PARTY. 

The world is rightly expecting the German Socialists to wake 
up first. It will be in their interest to prove that the **Verstaat- 
lichung" or, to give it a free translation, the Kaiserization of their 
party has not as yet progressed so far as to prevent them from in- 
dei>endent thinking. The same thing could be said of the Ger- 
man and Magyar Socialists of the Dual Monarchy, where for quite 
a while both in government circles and by the people they have 
been called the '*K. und K. Sozialisten", the Imperial and Boyal 
Socialists. Just as they are to-day, they always were the principal 
supporters of the war party; now more than ever working for 
the continuation of the war and sharing in its profits and grafts, 
which are flourishing in Austria, and especially in Hungary, 
more than they ever did under the bureaucracy of Eussia. 

Without the explicit prior consent of the German and Austro- 
Hungarian Socialists, the Kaiser would never have dared to de- 
clare this war on Russia, or, through the decrepit Francis Joseph, 
really his vassal, on Serbia. The Slavs, whether Socialists or 
not, should never forget this simple truth. 

''GERMANY COMMITTED A CRIME AGAINST SERBIA" 

L. Gktnghofer, noted German novelist. 

Everybody knows by this time, the Slavs always did, that 
the bloody monster of Germany has no right, nor was he de- 
stined by the Almighty, to teach good morals to other nations, 
least of all the Slavs. The conceited German professors, journa- 
lists, government officials and beer-bank-politicians who are 
boasting about the high merits of the German Kultur and of the 
necessity of implanting it, like Mohammedanism, by force of arms 
if necessary, among the ** barbarous'* Slavs have only now dis- 
covered that '*The Serbians are quite different from what the 
Germans pictured them to be'\ (Vossische Zeitung, December 
26, 1915). *'We must renounce those stupid tales, wrote Lradwig 
Ganghofer the noted German novelist, in the same paper, in Ja- 
nuary, 1916, after his visit to Serbia, — "which have described 
Serbia as a country of high-way robbers, of assasins, of bed-bugs 
and fleas.... The Serbians are a good people by nature, tempted 
by no evil thoughts." 

And these Gterman barbarians, led by their Kaiser, found 
it necessary to slaughter, or permit to perish from hunger, more 
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than one half of these brave people, only to find out afterward 
the above simple truth! Should not every thinking man revolt 
against this heinous crime committed on a whole nation? And 
there are Belgium, Poland and Armenia besides. 

When will the Germans find out that the people whom 
they wish to subjugate or to drive beyond the Ural mountains, 
the Eussians, have produced a Dostoyewski or a Tolstoy, of 
whom the Qermans cannot produce an equal? When will the 
Qermans find out that the other Slavs, not even excepting the 
Bulgars, do not want to be ground up and moulded in the Pan- 
German machine; that they want to stand beside Serbia and 
Bussia, to be left in peace to work out their own salvation by the 
power of their own lights, as God, nature and history made them, 
and as their soil and circumstances will permit them? The Slavs 
are a race of agriculturists; they are a closely related family of 
nations, over 200 million strong, united by indissoluble ties of 
blood with many other Aryan pieoples. The Slavs have made 
progress in spite of Teutonic interference, in spite of the ob- 
stacles that the Germans placed in their way. If we interpret 
their aspirations rightly, the Slavs hope, with the help of God, 
to become one of the principal members in the world's Family of 
Nations, not under the heels of the Imperial or Socialistic Ger- 
many and their Ugro-Mongol allies, but as the equals of the best 
of them. Otherwise, there never can, there never will be peace on 
Earth. The Government and especially the German Socialists should 
realize this now, lest they have a fearful awakening some day. The 
Slavs have, in centuries gone by, stenmied .the tide of many bar- 
barian hordes, coming out of the depths of Asia, as well as from 
the ''civilized West*'; they have shaken off the chains of the 
Avars, the Volga-Bulgars, the Petcheneges, the Tartars, the 
Swedes, the Mongols, the Turks, and with the help of God. they 
will some day break the chains which the Teutons and their Tur- 
ko-Magyar allies are now forging around their necks. 

Every Slav is to-day conscious of the fact that Eussia is the 
Great Mother of the Slavs. From her they canue to her they 
will return. No poisoned pamphlets of the Austro-German So- 
cialists, inspired by the Foreign Offices of Berlin and Vienna, can 
obscure this truth. 

HANDS OFF THE SLAVS — A WABNINO TO SOCIALISTS. 

At this hour we are sending the last warning to the German 
Social-Democrats, to give up their attempts to bring about a new 
revolution in Bussia in order to help the Imperial government 
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lof the Hohenzollems to victory. The German Socialists have suc- 
ceeded twice in turning the heads of the inflammable and cre- 
dulous working classs of Russia, and each time they helped Ger- 
man diplomacy, by which they were financed. In July 1914, just 
before the 'outbreak of this war, when President Poincarre visit- 
ed Russia, strikes broke out in Petrograd and Moscow, at the 
IPutiloff works and on the tramways. The writer of this pamphlet 

witnessed these disorders in both cities and had the opportunity 
to know who managed them from behind the scenes. The German 

Socialists had their fingers in them. The German ambassador at 

Petrograd financed them like Bernstorff did the disturbances in 
this country. Then again in October and November of 1915, the 
Oermans attempted for a second time to start a revolution in 
'the heart of Russia, aided by German sympathizers even at the 

Court of the Czar and by the legions of spies, who even to this 
day infest Russia. It was a part of the same grand scheme to 
aid Germany in gaining a victory. Here again the German 
Social-Democratic Party had its emissaries at work. The revo- 
lution broke down at that time, because the Russian people, and 
above all their leaders, were well aware of the fact that they 
were only used as catspaws to pull the German chestnuts out 
of the fire, or in other words, to work ''pour le Roi de Prusse.'* 
The third and the last attempt was started recently, simul- 
taneously through Stockholm and Copenhagen and even through 
America, to launch a new revolutionary movement in Russia. Now 
again, the same as before, the German Socialists are trying to 
incite their Russian ''comrades'* to rebellion. This subversive 
work is carried on and financed on the already familiar plan 
4Df the Mexican revolution and the uprisings in Egypt and in 
India, financed by Von Rintelen, Dr. Albert and other financial 
agents of the German Embassy. 

SOCIALISTS THE TOOLS OF THE EAISEB AT THE 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

Germany started this war for the conquest of Europe with 
three well defined alternatives in view: that she will be able to 
*win the war against France and Russia in three months; that, if 
e coalition should be formed against her, the powers entering into 
it will not hold together to the end, and that she will be able 
4o engineer a revolution in Russia, which will give her the ultimate 
victory. This last altcrsaative she felt confident of being able to 
bring 'about, either by using the autocratic forces, anxious for 
their self preservation, or through the Socialist party, a creature of 
iier own making, eager for power. 
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When the first two alternatives of winning this war proved 
abortive, Germany bent all her energies to unleash anarchy in 
Bussia. 

Absolutism and anarchy were the two long suits of German 
diplomats in their Russian game; the first they inherited from 
Bismarck, whose maxim was that Eussia can be dominated through 
the autocracy, and the second was invented by Kaiser William, or 
some of his astute advisers, who believe that Russia's greatest 
enemies are her own credulous people. 

When Czarism, the first system of Germanic trenches behind 
the Russian lines, was overthrown, the wily German diplomats 
quickly began their strategic "retreat to victory'* to the second 
system, by stirriQg up the peace-at-any-price party, the ultra- 
radical socialists and the anarchists. Whoever knows the doctrin- 
ary spirit of the Russian social reformers will easily realize that 
therein lurks the gravest danger to the cause of the Allies^ 
threatening them with disruption and failure. The extremists al- 
ways tear down what the moderates build up in the course of evo- 
lution. A radical, drunk with his new found liberty, always was 
the most dangerous and destructive human being. 

A remarkable scene from my last travels in Russia is still 
vividly in my mind. When visiting the Sparrow Hills, near 
Moscow in July 1914, a man accosted me. During our conversa- 
tion he pointed with his finger at the distant Holy City of Rus- 
sia and, with fanaticism blazing from his eyes, said: "Take a 
look at Moscow and remember some day what I am telling you 
now. The revolution will come and then not one stone of that 
city will remain on the other. The "tchinovniks" (civil officials) 
will be hanging from the trees and the lamp posts by the 
thousands." 

The revolution, which began with the assasination of Raspu- 
tin, demanded the head of Protopopoff for its second course, and 
it may yet end in general chaos and give the Romanoffs an 
opportunity to reestablish their autocracy. 

ALL THE SOCIALISTS ARE HELPING GERMANY TO 

VICTORY. 

The situation in Russia is made more complicated and danger- 
ous by the simultaneous movement started in other countries, 
warring and neutral, by the misguided followers of German Social- 
ism, in the belief that it will bring the Russian crisis to a head. 
It would seem as if the Socialist hosts the world over had re- 
ceived a general call to cooperate with the Russians and assist 
Germany to victory. Count Bemstorff and Herr Scheideman are 
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the stage managers of this vast drama of intrigue, and all their 
supporters and helpers are ready to rush to their aid throuJB^ 
the peace conference at Stockholm. It is not very surprising 
to find among these men, so eager to respond to the call of 
Germany, even some of the most influential American Socialists, 
such as Victor Berger, an Austrian by birth, Morris Hilquit and 
Algernon Lee. 

As early as the beginning of 1915, the Socialists of Ameriea 
have, under German pressure and undoubtedly influenced by a 
generous contribution from the Bemstorff fund, adopted the 
theory that they must support Germany in her struggle for world 
supremacy, because the overthrow of the fighting forces of the 
Earth by Germany and the supremacy of the Kaiser would sim- 
plify matters from the Socialist standpoint. With the Elaiser in 
supreme control, so the American Socialists reasoned. Socialism 
would have to fight only one king, one dynasty, instead of a 
number of them. They conceived that this would make the final 
triumph of their theories so much easier. Fillmore, the Socialist 
leader, himself sanctioned this new dogma of the Socialist Party 
in an article published in the Winter of 1914 — 15. 

What the new, philosophic excuse of the American Socialists 
for furthering the plans of Germany for world-conquest after the 
overthrow of Czarism are, cannot be easily imagined. I only 
register the fact that the majority of the Socialists of America 
remained remarkably unmoved in their pro-German sympathies 
by the momentous events in Russia. The National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Labor Party of America, from their 
headquarters in New York, issued a manifesto which advises its 
members to ''start a revolution, if necessary, to hold agression 
against Germany". The Socialists are also making strenuous 
•efforts to revive the old lie of the German war party, that this 
war is exclusively the product of Czarism. Mr. Kahane, the 
•editor of the Jewish socialist paper ''Forward" published in New 
York, among others, recently said, "No power on earth will be 
able to bring the Russian muzhik to continue Czar Nicholaus' 
war policy for a single day" and that, therefore, "the United 
States should take a realistic view of the Russian situation and 
quit". When the Russian Provisional Government gave permission 
to the exiles to return home, the German-American Socialists were 
quick to avail themselves of the opportunity offered and started 
a movement among the Russian anarchists and ultra-socialists to 
return to their native country, there to preach the new German 
battle cry: "Turn your bayonets against your internal enemies" 
that is the wealthy classes and, "Make peace with Germany". 
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Some three thousand of them have already left America and more 
are on their way home. The most reckless and disloyal element, 
the scnm of the sans-culotte is rushing back to agitate in a 
country which, even without them, is oversupplied with that type 
of men and which was for the last ten years in a state of latent 
revolt. 

AMEBICA'S DESTINT. 

What results the German Socialist activities in Russia and 
America will produce is difficult to predict, but the movement 
deserves the most serious consideration from statesmen and all 
lovers of true liberty and secure freedom. Only the most energe- 
tic steps on the part of a youthful country like America can, 
it is to be hoped, still save this grave situation. But the people 
of the United States must not permit themselves to be deluded 
as to the true state of affairs in Eussia. 

If America helps Russia to bridge over the chasm between 
autocracy and democracy, to bring order out of chaos, she will 
perform the greatest service, to humanity in all history, and will 
deserve the everlasting gratitude not only of the Slavs but of 
the entire . world. If, on the contrary, she will accept the theory 
that a complete victory over Germany is not necessary, that a 
draw is sufficient, she will forfeit her right to a promising future 
and lose the most fertile field for her exports. **Draw" is a 
sporting term used by the Anglo-Saxon race that calls off all 
bets. The European Continental, and especially the German 
war-codex knows no such term. According to the German vie'w, 
a war must end either in a complete triumph or an unconditional 
surrender; there cannot be a middle course. A Russian separate 
peace with Germany at this time will place the entire Slav race — 
the Russians, the Poles, the Bohemians, the Slovaks, the Slovenes, 
the Croatians, the Serbians, the Bulgarians and a few smaller 
nationalities, some 200 million in all — under the domination 
of Germany for quite a while, perhaps permanently, and put into 
the shade the Anglo-Saxon and the Latin races to the disadvantage 
of the entire human family. 

If Germany is not defeated this time, or if she is permitted 
to make peace on enemy territory, she will remain truly an in- 
vincible empire with a population twice as large as that of the 
United States, besides controlling and exploiting the Slavic race 
from the Adriatic Sea to the Bering Straits, with all the un- 
bounded resources of that vast territory at her command, which 
will easily give her the means to extend her power over the rest 
of the earth. 
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"Our land is great and fertile, but there is no order in it. 
Come and rule over us", thus spoke the Slavs of Eussia to the 
Norsemen when they invited them to their country. Who is like- 
ly to succeed the Ruriks and the Bomanoffs? Will it be the 
German or the American who will bring up this infant Eussian 
democracy? Knowing both intimately, I sincerely hope that it 
vdll be the latter. Germany would lead it back to slavery, 
America will bring to it peace, freedom and prosperity. 

But to achieve this, the great American Republic must first 
acquire a true conception of its mission. Half measures will not 
do; America must mobilize all her unlimited resources and power, 
all her will and energy for her struggle with this mighty and 
Ynly foe. Only thus can she be sure of victory; a victory not of 
conquest but of fraternal peace. 

Chapter m. 
THE JUDGMENT. 

What conclusions can be drawn from this betrayal by the 
Austro-Qerman Socialists of their party principles under the 
test to which the Bismarckian wars put them, and especially un- 
der the supiyeme temptation into which their faith in them was 
put by the Kaiser and his war party? Simply these: 

All lovers of peace and admirers of international socialism 
must to-day feel strongly disappointed when they realize, that 
Social Democracy can never fulfill its avowed mission of avoid- 
ing wars and bringing permanent peace to the world, as long 
as there will be tariff walls which must be defended in the in- 
terest of the indufltriee for the protection of which they were 
erected. The Social Democrats of all warring nations, especially 
now and in such industrialized countries as is Germany, have 
shown that they must side with their governments the same as 
any other citizens who approve militarism, pan-Germanism; im- 
perialism and all the other heighly obnoxious theories, which have 
caused this and will cause future wars. 

The German Socialists have proven themselves to be but 
the sons of their forefathers, who, since the dawn of history, 
were the most profound worshippers of princes, kings and em- 
perors and all the glory, pomp and splendour that go with mili- 
tary autocracy. They have shown that they espoused the theory 
of some of their economists, that a country to be prosperous or 
to becomie great and powerful must acquire colonial possessions,, 
especially in the tropics, where all the raw materials necessary 
for its industries can be produced abundantly; and the theory^ 
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that the greater the empire the less the cost of productioii of the 
finished articles and the greater the chances of finding buyers 
and consumers for them in the international markets, because 
the increase in territory itself brings with it an increase in po- 
pulation, thus enlarging the number of consumers and decreasing 
the custoons area of other countries; and the further theory that 
extensive territory brings with it great wealth and power: all 
which factors are responsible for the andvantages which the ca- 
pital of such a country enjoys in the world markets. It was 
fihown; that the rapid abondonment of agriculture and the cor- 
responding prodigious industrialization of Germany, produced by 
the German high tariff system, was principally responsible for the 
war ardor of the German Socialists; that long before the Euro- 
pean war they were only too glad to participate in the under 
ground plottings of pan-Germanic imperialism, because it was to 
their advantage that the Russian Government should be discour- 
aged from its plans to make Bussia a great industrial country to 
satisfay her own needs; that it is illogical in these Socialists to 
resent the endeavors of other countries to proceed in their com- 
mercial policies along the same lines as Germany was proceeding, 
at least so far as their industries are concerned. This is espeicdal- 
ly true of Bussia and of Bussian trade. 

Germany looked upon Bussia as her best posession, her most 
promising colony and entertained the ambition of capturing her 
whole trade and, then, of politically enslaving her also. This 
war was intended to tighten her grip on that country and to 
prevent it from freeing herself from the German usurer, who was 
draining the pockets of her people. The German Socialists under- 
stood well these aims of their government and they were willing 
to hide their intentions under the ''humanitarian'' slogan, to 
conceal them behind the cry, **Down with the barbarism of Bus- 
sian czarism." But the fact remains that as long as tariff 
boundaries will exist, Marxian Socialism will remain helpless: 
yet what German Socialists would dare to propose the abolition 
of the German high tariff? He could expect to be lynched by the 
SociMists themselves. 

Marxian Socialism is but a fascinating dream for the great 
masses of industrial toilers, a sectarian religion, assiduously 
preached but not practiced in the hour of emergency; it is a 
Utopia and will long remain as such. Marx's theory of class-con- 
sciousness and class-action on the part of the wage earners, has 
thus proved to be utter failure, in spite of the fact that the in- 
fluence of German Social-Democracy has spread over » the entire 
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industrial world. It is not strong enough, to counteract that 
fierce passion for the exclusive control and use of things neces- 
sary to individual existence, which every living being by its very 
nature i>06sesses. If that passion will ever he subordinated to the 
rational conception of the benefits of co-operation, it will be 
only by centuries of evolution, the underlying principle of which 
is gradual growth. Admitting even that the Marxian basic prin- 
ciples are correct, putting them into practice would require a gi- 
gantic leap, and humanity has progressed by very slow and pain- 
ful steps, at times even retrograding. The aspirations of Marx- 
ian Socialists, even when sincere, run contrary to the natural 
laws of evolution and to evidences of history. 

The blame for this sudden collapse of Marxian Socialism 
must be laid at the doors of the Socialists of Austria and Ger- 
many and upon their leaders. The German Socialist Pope, as em- 
bodied in the German parliamentary party, absolved before hand 
all its millions of followers from their oath of allegiance. The 
result of this was that there was no opposition to the war and 
the Socialist soldiers, like a gigantic pack of wolves, threw them- 
selves upon the defenseless civil population of the surrounding 
countries. Can the Belgian or French Socialists be blamed for 
not looking quietly on when their families were driven away, 
their wives and daughters disgraced and their children mas- 
sacred in cold blood, and for trying to avenge the thous- 
and barbarities committed by their ''comrades" and ''leaders'^ 
from the North? The German Socialists want to impose the doubt- 
ful blessings of the German state machine, whose highest ex- 
pression is Prussian militarism, on all the people of the earth, 
because they are the most inveterate believers in the ** Socialist 
State". Can any nation, or even the Socialists of any other 
country, allow such a calamity? 

''THE OEBMAN SOCIALIST ABMY WILL BE OBEATEK 

THAN THE EBCPEBOB'S" 

Eautsky. 

The conduct of the German Socialist Party disposes of the 
dream of International Socialism, as taught by Marx, that arch- 
Teuton and hater of the Slavs and the Latins. His exalted teach* 
ings were for foreign consumption exclusively, and never were con- 
sidered binding on the German Socialists. By keeping this sim- 
ple truth in mind we can easily understand what Genosse Eautsky 
meant when he said that the democratic, or socialist army would 
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cost even more and would be even more terribly equipped than 
are the armies of Imperial Germany to-day. 

THE COLLAPSE OF INTERNATIONALISM. 

Marxian Socialism has, perforce, arrived at the stage where 
it must turn from internationalism to its original form, national- 
ism or national individualism. The Soman Catholic Churchy to 
rule the world the more easily, tried to teach internationalism, 
but it failed in its purpose. The Belgian, French and Italian 
priests are fighting with equal courage and equal determination 
this German War Monster, that is trying, to devour the whole 
world, notwithstanding the fact that there are German and Aus- 
trian priests on the other side of the line. The Socialists of these 
countries are now also convinced that there is no wisdom in allow- 
ing one's seK to be slaughtered, even though it be by a *' German 
Comrade.'' 

Socialism will fall apart into its component parts and will 
assume its individualism, like the Eastern Church, which though 
united by the same doctrines, still retains as many national heads 
as there are orthodox countries. This is the leading idea which 
at least the Slavs must henceforth adopt. After this the Social- 
ists of every country ought to try to work out their own salvation; 
all of them must first put their own house in order before, if ever, 
they can presume to lay claim to be called upon to slaughter 
millions of people in order that their principles may triumph in 
other countries. 

THE ECONOnnC SYSTEM OF EYEKY HIGHLY INDUSTRIAL- 
IZED COITNTRY BESTS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 

AND COMPETITION. 

But besides this inconsistency of Marxian Socialism, there is 
another, a very important cause which dooms it to failure, both 
in Germany and in western Europe; and that is the fact that 
the German Socialists were unable to devise a method whereby 
agriculture could be advantageously carried on, except on indi- 
vidual and private initiative. As long as agricultural land must 
remain private property and agriculture must be carried on by 
individuals, Marxian Socialism must remain only a Utopia. Neither 
have they succeeded in showing to the world a practical method 
whereby their teachings could be applied to going industries. 

But admitting even, for the sake of argument, that they 
did work out such methods, they were never adopted in practical, 
every day life on an extensive scale. Neither the German bauers 
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nor the industrial workers have so enthusiastically embraced 
their tenets as to apply them voluntarily in every day life, either 
m agriculture or in industrial production. It is exactly on these 
two points that the Slavs have put the Germans into the shade. 
Both the Russian muzhik and the Eussian workman have long 
ago, and with success, adopted in practice the principles of 
social cooperation in carrying on their agriculture and their in- 
dustries. The same is true of the Southern Slavs. This failure 
on the part of the Germans to put the basic principles of Social- 
ism in operation does not permit us to expect, that the economic 
system of Germany could in the near future undergo economic 
changes which would shake its very foundations. The soul of 
German life is private property and competition. Even the disas- 
trous ending of this war will hardly change the character of the 
German people to such an extent as to induce it to adopt land-com- 
munism and workman's cooperative societies on a large scale. The 
same will be true elsewhere. It is, therefore, more than likely that 
the Slavs will remain alone in their practical, living forms of co- 
operative production and distribution. Or is anybody so bold, 
as to imagine that the peasantry of Western Europe will volun- 
tarily submit to Marxian Socialism? Admitting even that the 
Socialists could in any one country gain control of the existing 
governmental machinery and do away with private property and 
individual enterprise, now looked upon as the bulwarks of liberty, 
the order which they would establish would be so unsupportable 
that it would be soon overthrown by a revolution started in the 
ranks of the Socialists themselves. 

THE HOPELESSNESS OF ANARCHISM. 

The same must be said of Anarchism which is just the oppo- 
site of Socialism. If Socialism sees the salvation of the world 
in the state authority, Anarchism is just the opposite theory, which 
teaches that only by the abolition of the state and of all public 
Authority, men will spontaneously form cooperative associations. 
That these schools differ in their tactics to attain their respective 
aims is immaterial. But what ever the course which the Socialists 
of Western Europe and of America will follow in the future, 
it is clear that they must adopt different methods for the attain- 
ment of their ends, for the simple reason that even the interests 
of the working classes are not identical in all the countries which 
are dominated by the capitalistic methods of production. 
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CONCLUSION. 

UNITED SLAV WOSKMEN: PRESENT A COMMON FRONT 

TO THE KAISER'S SOCIALISTS. 

Because all the Slavic cormtries, excepting Bohemia, are agri- 
cultural, where ninety five per cent, of the population live by 
farming, and only the balance lives in cities, it is inconceivable 
that the Slavs of Russia, or the South Slavs, could find the prin- 
ciples of German Socialism suitable to the social and industrial 
conditions as they prevail in Russia, Austria-Hungary and in the 
Balkans. That Social-Democratic Parties were established among 
the Slavs, is due wholly to the efficiency with which the German 
Socialists carried on their propaganda and agitation among them. 
Besides, it is easier for a foreigner to introduce any new doctrine 
than for a fellow-countryman; *'Nemo propheta in patria sua." 
It is to be hoped, however, that the victory of the Allies and the 
consequent complete emancipation of Russia from Germanic in- 
fluence will have a purifying effect on the laboring classes of all 
countries, which will enable them to cast off the spell which 
the propagators of Germanic commercial and political imperialism, 
the German Socialists, cast over them. 

The Russian Socialists must realize that their future lies 
not in the adoption of the doctrines of any foreign country, and 
certainly not of that country which always was and always will 
be their greatest enemy and whose ambition it is to exploit the 
people of their country. To work out their salvation, the Russian 
people must look for remedies within their own country, because 
only by the application of such as are suitable to their national or- 
ganization and their economic system can they realize their na- 
tional aims. If the Russian Socialists persist in putting the Ger- 
man straight-jacket on their people, ruin is inevitable. The 
country of the ''Mir", the ''Artel" and of other admirable and 
practical forms of social cooperation need not be exposed to such 
sweeping and violent social and economic reforms as the adoption 
of the Germanic platform would necessarily entail. It is to those 
living forms of practical Socialism that Russia must look to ac- 
complish her great mission, which history has unquestionably 
mapped out for her. Tried forms, are preferable to wholly spec- 
ulative inventions, especially if the latter propose to mould human 
nature into preconceived patterns. Steel must first be gradually 
heated into a flux before it can be cast. Of course, all classes 
of Russian society must work together for social improvement. 
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to put into effect the doctrine of solidarity which the Russian 
muzhik and the Russian workman have adopted long ago. 

Under this old economic order, the prospects of social re- 
form will be bright and promising because the essence of the 
true socialist order is not only to carry on production as a social 
process, but also to put the control of production into the hands 
of the community. Both these principles have been successfully 
At work in the Russian *'Mir" and the **Arter'. Both were so 
far able to prevent the growth of the proletariat and of paui>- 
erism. If to these institutions be added also the total abstinence 
from alcohol, which at the outset of the war was proclaimed 
by the Czar, it is to be expected that crime will also disappear, 
because alcohol is the greatest breeder of crime. 

Once it is realized by the Russian Socialists themselves that 
ever since the conclusion of the commercial treaty of 1905, the 
policy of Germany was at least to retard the industrial devel- 
opment of Russia, they will find it easy to sever their relations 
which some of them are still inclined to maintain with the leaders 
of German Socialism. They will then, once and forever, rid them- 
selves of those revolutionaries who are in fact working in the 
interests of a foreign government. In this way they will finally 
enter upon the thorny, but safe, path of evolution, which alone 
will lead their country and themselves to lasting progress and 
prosperity. 



FOREWORD. 

President Wilson in his historic war message said: ''Biissia 
was known by those who knew it best to have been alvrays in 
fact democratic at heart, in all the vital habits of her thonght, 
in all the intimate relationships of her people that spoke their 
natural instict, their habitual attitude towards life. 

''The autocracy that crowned the summit of their political 
structure, long as it had stood and terrible as was the reality 
of its power, was not in fact Eussian in origin, character, or 
purpose, and now it has been shaken off and the great fiussian 
people have been added in all their native majesty and might 
to the forces that are fighting for freedom in the world, for 
justice and for peace. Here is a fit partner for a League of 
Honor.'' 

So little is known about the institutions of Russia that, no 
doubt, great many in this country looked upon this statement of 
President Wilson as an oratorical trick. It was the intention 
of the Germans to keep the world in darkness about the ideals 
of the Russian people in order to bolster up their arguments 
for^ the necessity of a German tutelage over this vast empire, to 
conceal their designs upon it and to lend substance to the cry: 
**Down with Ozarism.'* Possibly also, because they were 
ashamed that these "barbarous" people enjoyed more democratic 
self-government than the "civilized'' Germans. To enlighten 
the American public, this short sketch of the Mir and the Zem- 
stvo are added to this pamphlet. 



PART 11. 

THE RUSSIAN MIB. 

A Panacea for Social and Political Evils. 

Let us now see what is the nature of this Slavic social order, 
as it prevails in Eussia, from the economic standpoint, in the 
Mir, and the Artel and, from the political standpoint, in the 
Rural Commune and in the Zemstvo. 

The word *'Mir" in the old Slavic church language means, 
union, peace and the world, and is also as the proper name for 
the Russian communities of peasants. This institution is very- 
ancient and is considered by the greatest authorities on Russian 
national life as a remnant of primitive times. It is specifically 
Russian or Slavonic, as we find distinct traces of it also among 
the South (Balcan) Slavs, where it goes under the name of the 
Zadruga. Considering this first, we find that in the Zadruga 
the peasant family owns all things in common and every member 
of the family earning his living outside must turn over his sav- 
ings into the common family treasury. Every girl and every boy 
marrying into the family becomes a member of the Zadruga and 
participates in all its rights, and assumes all its obligations. A 
Zadruga often consists of over a hundred members. The oldest 
male member, often a venerable patriarch, called the *'Starosta" 
is the head of the Zadruga. But unlike the Russian Mir, the 
Zadruga of the South Slavs never seems to have grown into a 
community of such clans. The Zadruga, as the name itself im- 
plies, is strictly an altruistic institution whose motto is *'A11 for 
one and one for all". This economic system, which among the 
South Slavs from times immemorial prevented pauperism and the 
rise of a landless class, is still in existence in some portions 
of Serbia, but in recent years, at the instigation of the Austrian 
government, it was abolished among the South Slavs of Austria- 
Hungary. 

CONSTITUTION OP THE MIE. 

But this fraternal Slavonic spirit (Shirokaya natura) finds 
a still broader expression ui the Russian Mir than it does in the 
Zadruga. In it the "Khozain'', as the head of the family is 
called, is the undisputed master of this large peasant family, all 
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members of which have all things in common; that is, the hous^ 
and all its furnishings are common property. Its members have 
common responsibilities. For instance, all debts are contracted 
by the whole family jointly. Furthermore, all the families or 
households of a village own all the arable land, all the pastures 
and forests in common; all of which enters into the constitution 
of the Mir. The village Elder of the Mir is called the *'Staro- 
sta'' which is a departure from the conception which the South- 
ern, and the Western Slavs have of the term, who ordinarily use 
the word ''Starosta" to apply only to the head of a family or 
of some civil institution, as for instance, the **Starosta" of the 
*'Sokols", a gymnastic organization. 

The Mir has also common obligations; it is responsible to 
the government for all the taxes and other civil obligations. On 
the other hand, coexistent with these common duties, the mem- 
bers of the Mir enjoy certain inalianable rights; the family cannot 
be deprived of its homestead or the necessary farming implements, 
and the Mir, or Commune, cannot be deprived of its lands by 
creditors. The *'Selski Starosta" is the executive head of the 
village, but the supreme authority is vested in the assembly of 
all the **E[hozains'' or heads of families. It should be noted 
for the edification of the Western world, that in case of the ab- 
sence or the death of her husband, the Russian peasant woman 
has the right to take part in the debates of the village assembly. 
As the head of her household, she has the right to cast her vote 
on all questions of common welfare. This famous Russian Vil- 
lage Parliament has a speaker but not a president, and its meet- 
ings are held on Sundays or holydays, so that all the members 
of the commune may have the opportunity to take part in them. 
Due to the havoc which this war has wrought in the ranks of 
the Russian peasant soldiers, it can be readily seen what import- 
ant role the peasant women, being now the heads of their fam- 
ilies in large numbers, will play after this war. At these meetings 
little speaking is indulged in: the resolutions to be passed are 
usually drafted by small groups and then put to the vote of the 
meeting. The majority of the votes cast prevails. Common sense 
usually rules all such deliberations ; and since the abolition of 
the liquor trade, there is very little disturbance. In fact **no 
class of men in the world is more good natured and pacific than 
the Russian peasantry", says sir Wallace, the English author 
and the most noted foreign student of this institution. 

The common land which the Mir possesses is of four kinds: 
the land on which the village is built, all the arable land set 
aside for cultivation, the meadows and pastures and the forests. 
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The homestead, which stands in the village, is the inalienable 
property of the family and can never be partitioned, as it is done 
iQ the case of the arable land and the meadows and pastures. • 

It is one of the powers of the village assembly to apportion 
and allot the commnnal lands among the members of the Mir. 
This procedure takes place at irregular intervals, sometimes 
every three years, in case of the arable lands; but the meadows 
are divided every year. The land is divided according to the 
number of male members in the Mir; being redistributed when- 
ever necessary. As the taxes due to the central government are 
levied on every family according to the number of lots it owns, 
it goes without saying that a just distribution of the land is 
possible only if the arable land is divided according to the labor 
power of every family. And this is done often to enable the 
families to pay their taxes. After the number of parcels and 
shares have been determined, the assembly proceeds to the work 
of real partition of the parcels. The divisions and subdivisions 
and the allotment of the shares is done by the peassmts them- 
selves and with great justice and accuracy too, considering that 
these uneducated peasants use only the crudest measuring rods. 
The meadows, as already mentioned, are distributed every year, 
and this procedure takes place regularly at harvest time to en- 
able every family to harvest its hay immediately. Very often 
the hayfields are mown by the whole community in common and 
only the hay distributed among the families. The assembly also 
has the power to decide upon the proper time for plowing, for 
making hay, for electing the Elder etc. All the members of one 
family cultivate their land in common. The absent ones, work- 
ing in the cities or elsewhere, must send their savings to the 
family, the same as it is done by the Southern Slavs where the 
Zadrugas exist. The families that constitute the Mir need not 
farm in common but they must pay a fixed sum into the com- 
mon treasury. Every family, however, must strictly comply 
with the rules relating to crop rotation, so that it can be truly 
said that the lands are cultivated as one farm. All the house- 
holds and all their members are thus united together by a bond 
of common interest. The result is that in a Russian village there 
can be no isolation of any family, in striking contrast to the 
condition under which the villagers in other portions of Europe 
live, with no such common bond of union, each one working in- 
dependently, which tends to foster the instincts of selfishness 
and to promote enmities. The sociability and good nature of 
the Russian muzhik are proverbial and must be ascribed chiefly 
to the Mir, which smoothes out differences and keeps all the fam- 
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ilies in constant touch with each other. The Mir educates these 
peasants not only to work together but also to cultivate among 
themselves the spirit of solidarity and the willingness to make 
concessions to each other in the interest of the welfare of the 
entire community. The will of the assembly is never opposed, even 
though it should visit a hardship on some individual. On the 
whole it may be said that such a village commune is a very 
^ood example of a constitutional government. It is a living real 
institution, with very few written laws. It has been described 
by many profound students of Russian institutions as the real 
solution of many difficult social problems, which are agitating 
the social and economic life of Western Europe. Sir Wallace 
calls the Mir the ''panacea for social and political evils". Above 
all, it secures to every one of its members his land, the same 
being alloted to him in severalty thus satisfying the most deep- 
rooted desire and longing of every tiller of the soil to possess 
land. And when a man does possess land on which he can build 
his home and from which he can derive a comfortable living ac- 
<3ording to his standards, he is inspired with the true spirit of 
a home builder. Perhaps it is this fact more than any other 
that constitutes the source of Russia's power, which produced the 
marvelous growth of her population and enabled her to settle 
rapidly the vast uninhabited areas of land she possesses in the 
various parts of her empire. The Mir, therefore, does not per- 
mit, or at least it tends to retard the growth of discontented 
element, which forms one of the greatest evils of Western Burop- 
•ean and American social organizations. There can be little doubt 
that this dangerous element was produced chiefly by the ex- 
propriation of the peasantry or the farming population. When 
a small landowner becomes separated from the soil, there remain 
but few opportunities for him to mak« a living? he can either 
go to the city or find employment with a rich landowner; be- 
come either a wage earner, well paid perhaps, or a servant, as 
long as he remains in good health. But in either event his con- 
dition is very precarious; either work may become scarce or he 
may lose his position on account of ill health or for some other 
reason. The Russian peasant, on the contrary, remains a mem- 
ber of his Mir, even though he engage temporarily in some other 
occupation by becoming a wage earner or an employee of the 
government in some distant parts of the Empire, working on the 
railroads in Siberia or Turkestan. He only needs the written 
permission from his Mir to absent himself, which serves him also 
as his passport. He may return to his village whenever he pleases 
and continue tilling the soil, because he never ceased to be a 
member of his Mir and never lost his rights in it. 
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ADVANTAGES OF THE MIR. 

Such half farmers, half artisans always could be found ia 
great numbers in Russia. They may be found in the farthest 
comers of the empire, sometimes many month's journey from 
their villages. The Mir not only prevents the separation of the- 
small farmers from their soil, but it also makes it impossible 
for wealthy people and land^speeulators from buying up its lands, 
and thus compelling the peasant families to forsake their villages 
and depriving them of the lands of their ancestors. Even the- 
more enterprising and grasping peasants themselves are prev- 
ented from taking advantage of their weaker and less provident 
neighbors, who might be tempted, if they could, to dispose of 
their patrimony and lose their means of making a safe living. 
This is one of the greatest blessings of this ancient Russian in- 
stitutions. Whoever had the opportunity to observe the disastrous 
effects which the unrestricted ownership of land had upon the 
peasantry of Austria-Hungary, where immense tracts of land pas- 
sed into the hands of comparatively few persons, as in Galiciia 
and some parts of Hungary, where the greatest portion of the- 
farming land came into the possession of the Jews, who them- 
selves are not tillers of the soil, he must admit that the Mir ia 
admirably adapted to prevent the alienation of land by its ac-^ 
tuall tillers. The evil consequences of land being but the object 
of barter and trade, and the means of making money thereby, 
as it was done in Germany, where the Prussian ** Junkers" are- 
the omnipotent masters, or as in Rumania, where large 
**Latifundia" were created, whose owners squander their profits- 
in gay living in the capitals of Europe, are very apparent. Eng- 
land and Ireland, where land is tied up for hunting grounds: 
and other recreations and lost to farming, its natural purpose, 
may be also cited as good examples of its evil. There is one- 
more reason why this village commune is a boon to the peasantry; 
a peasant always finds a safe refuge in his village when he i» 
overtaken by old age. Besides this, his children are raised in the 
healthy atmosphere of the country. American surgeons, attached 
to the Russian armies, attest to the fact that the Russian sold- 
iers are remarkably free from those contagious diseases which are 
the greatest curse and misfortune of the modem city dwellers. 

THE BUB HAS ITS ENEMIES. 

Notwithstanding all these evident advantages, there were* 
fomid some, even among the Russians themselves, who pretended 
to find serious objections to it One of the greatest faults of thi». 
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venerable institution^ this sacred relic of the ancient Russian life, 
was said to be the lack of the spirit of competition among its 
members, and that to this is attributable the backwardness of the 
Russian village agriculture, as compared with that of the rest of 
Europe. It is most unfortunate that this opinion was enter- 
tained even in some governmental circles. Still there were some 
Russians who earnestly advocated its preservation in modern 
life. The so called Slavophils, a group of educated Muscovites, 
were most strenuous in upholding all the good ideas found in 
the Mir. Yet, to the great disadvantage of the Russian national 

life, the government decided to abolish it. The principal reasons 
which led the Russian goverment to believe that the Mir 
has become absolete and inconsistent with the spirit of modem 
progress and unrestricted competition, are not generally known. 
A disinterested person, however, would not be far from the 
truth by assuming that it entered upon this perilous course of 
^'liberating" the peasants from the restrictions imposed on them 
by the unwritten laws of the Mir, chiefly because of the fear enter- 
tained by the great landowners that land communism, as it ex- 
isted in the Mir, would finally deprive them of their immense 
landed estates. During the revolution of 1907, the revolutionary 
party displayed great activity among the peasant class, instilling 
into their minds the idea that all the land belongs to them. No 
more welcome economic creed could have been taught to the 
peasants, who by nature and the force of circumstances always 
were land hungry. The result of spreading these revolutionary 
ideas was that the peasants, working for the large landowning ca- 
pitalists, or aristocrats, either refused to work or considered them- 
selves as the owners of the land which they were tilling for their 
absent masters. Many of these large landowners, in consequence 
of this, were compelled to abandon their estates to the peasants. 
It was only another taethod of sqeezing them out of the posses- 
sion of lands which they inherited from their ancestors. This 
movement spread very rapidly even to other countries and lead 
to bloody uprising in Rumania, where it was directed principally 
against the Jewish lessees of the large estates of the Rumanian 
**Boyars". It should be noted that under the Rumanian constitut- 
ion the Jews cannot own land, but they evade this law by leas- 
ing the Moldavian and Wallachian estates. The bitterness of 
the poor peasants of Rumania, who were unable to subsist on 
their small holdings was so great, that even in peaceful times they 
often forcibly resisted the Jews in entering into the possession 
of their leased estates. 
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This revolution originated in Southern Russia, where this 

passive opposition of the peasantry was so great that often the 

harvest on these large estates could not be gathered in. The 

revolt of the peasantry, assumed the most alarming proportions 

on the estates of the Ost-See barons in the Baltic provinces; but 

unlike Bumania, Prussia, their neigbor, was able to stop ita 
spread into her territories. These Ost-See barons, who until 
lately were all powerful in directing the internal and external 
policies of Russia, were, therefore, the ones who decided to ap- 
ply the ax to this storm battered and centuries old Russian in- 
stitution, this land communism. Disregarding the well known 
principle that ownership of property makes a man cautious, thia 
group of men whose ranks were later augmented by some truly 
Russian aristocrats, finally succeeded in convincing the Russian 
statesmen that the surest way of preventing similar outbreaks 
in the fututre would be. by abolishing land Socialism, through 
the abolition of the Mir and the establishment of individual ow- 
nership. They expected that the greedy and the reckless would 
get an opportunity, alongside of the titled aristocracy and the 
landsharks, gradually to absorb the land of their less fortunate 
or less provident neighbors. In a word they proposed to the 
Russian Government to make a thrifty Germati bauer out of the 
Russian muzhik. This catch phrase, assisted by the great pres- 
sure exerted by the great landowners and capitalists, carried 
enough weight to induce the Government to abolish this time 
honored system It is a matter of common knowledge that the 
Russian capitalist class looked upon the Russian scheme of land- 
ownership as a great drawback, because it prevented them from 
furthering their own ambitions, by putting immense areas out 
of their greedy reach. The land owned by the Mir is, the same 
as the land owned by the Catholic Church in Austria Hungary, 
or in England in the feudal days, held in mortmain. The strang- 
est part of this movement is that it was not Witte, a Baltic 
baron himself, who dared to lay his hands on the Mir. Premier 
Stolypin, his successor and a genuine Russian, was the one who 
hearkened to the syren voices of the Germanic plotters and 
committed the unpardonable mistake of yielding to the pressure 
brought to bear upon the government by the large land owners 
and the capitalists. But it must be admitted that Witte prep- 
ared the way by his reckless and gigantic enterprisc«i in the 
domain of finanee. Witte conceived the plan of making Russia 
a great industrial country, to enable it not only to supply 
its own wants but also those of Asia. Through Witte 's efforts, 
Russia became the rendezvous of the capitalists, schemers and 
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investors from all over the world. Great industries sprang up 
as if by magic and not a few men became fabulously wealthy in 
A few years. But all this was at the expense and to the detrim- 
*ent of the agricultural classes, who fell into deeper misery than 
they ever were before. With a view of remedying this, Stoly- 
pin enacted the land reform laws of 1906. The decision to abolish 
the Mir once reached, the government went to work with amazing 
rapidity. The work of laying out the individual farms and trans- 
planting the muzhik from his village to the single farms was car- 
Tied on in Central Eussia as fast as the surveying could be done. 
In the meanwhile the single farm system was assiduously extolled 
to the skies by the press, and every case of success of the muzhik, 
transformed into a bauer, was hailed as a sure sign of better times 
to come. No doubt Catherine the Great, who imported thousands 
<of German bauers and settled them in tiie heart of Bussia, along 
the Volga Eiver and other rivers where the best agricultural 
lands are situated, firmly expected that the example of the 
privileged immigrants would stimulate the muzhik to greater ac- 
tivity and induce him to follow it. But nothing like that hap- 
pened. The Germans grew rich by their thrift and the muzhik 
remained stolidly immovable in their deep rooted apathy. The 
■same may happen now. Signs are not wanting that the desired 
transformation in the Eussian system of landownership will prove 
a failure. What far sighted persons and the lovers of the Mir 
predicted, is taking place now by reason of the sudden change 

in this most ticklish question of Bussian internal policy, making 
the peasant land an object of mere barter and trade and money 
making through speculation and robbing it of all the sentimental 
and social background. The very thing that the adherents of 
'Capitalism had expected is actually happening. The land became 
the property of the peasants only temporarily. Soon signs of 
Tcstlessness were noticeable among this new class of men. The 
mewly made individual landowners began selling their farms faster 
than was good for the safety of the Empire. A pauper proletariat, 
living from hand to mouth, was soon formed and the farms 

rapidly passed into the hands of a small body of speculators, of 
people who lived far away from their land which they used 
only to enrich themselves by trading in it. In these transactions 
Jews also took part, repeating their performances in Western 
^Europe. The country soon began to drift on the same dangerous 
current on which other countries were floating, with pauperism 
and plutocracy and an acute and intensified struggle for exist- 
ence as their outstanding features. Being a farming country, 
whose might depends upon the prosperity of its farming popul- 
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ation, this was the more dangerous to Russia, because it should 
always have remained on the old basis. Whatever is likely to» 
weaken the source of vitality of any country will also endanger 
its power. The great German philosopher, Leibnitz, when he- 
visited Paris in 1674, predicted the downfall of the mighty 
Turkish empire, and he based his prophecy mainly on the con- 
dition of its rural population. The '*agas" or large landowners. 
were very rich and powerful, while the **rayas" the tillers of 
the soil were living in the greatest poverty. The frequent up- 
risings of this poor landless mass of people has always been a* 
source of embarassment to the Turkish government, leading to 
revolts and subsequent bloody reprisals which invited foreign 
intervention. What makes France so powerful to-day? It is her 
prosperous farming population. This can also be said of Can- 
ada, Australia and New Zeeland. On the other hand the belated 
measures of land reform and the difficulties which Great Britain 
is experiencing in trying to induce her masses to fight for the 
safety of their country, must be attributed to the indifference- 
with which her landless proletariat regards the efforts of the 
government. 

THE FUTXTSE GREATNESS OF RUSSIA DEPENDS UPON THK 

PROSPERITY OF HER FARMERS. 

Russia reaped great victories in the past and she will come- 
out victorious now, because of the infinite sacrifices which her 
peasant population brought and is ready to bring. This idea 
is most vividly portrayed in the pen picture of Stephen Graham, 
iQ his interesting work on Great Russia, quoting the following: 
answer of a prominent Russian to the question put to him as to- 
what he thought of the present war: **It is the Last Judgement. 
Every one has been handed in his account. Now weVe got to* 
get square with Destiny. We must -realize all our resources of 
will, faith and health and put them in front of our national life 
to save it. The war reminds me of the crisis in the drama of 
**Peer Gynf. You remember, when the button moulder came 
and said to Peer that his day was done, and that he must be 
put into the melting pot and re-cast as some one else. Peer sarch- 
ed in his history and in his life to get something that could re- 
deem him. Only in the peasant girl did he find refuge from 
the moulder. So with Russia; to her also the button moulder 
has come and offered to melt her up with a strong alloy of 
Germany into something new. Russia must go to her peasants 
if she wishes to remain herself. In the hour of distress it is our 
peasants who will save us.*' 
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It follows, therefore, that the Bussian statesmen will al- 
ways have to turn their attention to improving the well being 
of their peasantry, as they are the backbone of the Empire. Many 
an emergency will arrise, when they will have to call on the help 
of the peasantry, becanse, no matter how pacific herself Russia 
will be exposed to attacks by her neighbors, sometimes simul- 
taneously from many sides. Instead of abolishing the Mir, the 
JSussian government should have done everything in its power 
to instill new life into it by teaching its members inmproved 
methods of cultivation, by granting them loans to buy modern 
farming implements, in fact by putting the whole system on a 
modem cooperative basis. In this way Russia possibly could unite 
her social and economic reconstruction with the village commune 
and could pass without embarassment from her ancient com- 
munism to a higher level of social order, avoiding the dangers 
of a purely capitalistic period. The unlimited confidence which 
the Russian statesmen had in Germany and her Eultur lead them 
into committing serious blunders with disastrous results, bring- 
ing the Russian people to the brink of ruin. A healthy reaction 
Against this slowly working deadly poison is permeating today 
all the governmental circles and all classes of Russian society. 
It is to be hoped that the Russian Socialists of all denominations, 
be they Social-Democrats, Nihilists, Anarchists or Social Revo- 
lutionaries, will also finally become thoroughly awake to the dan- 
gers of an eventual unrestricted introduction of the German 
Socialist principles into Russia. It will be easier for them to 
repudiate the German Socialistic supremacy, because the Mir 
embodies in itself all the fundamental principles of Socialism, 
I)eing at the same time the embryo of self-goverment. The Mir 
is an intensely democratic institution, each one being practically 
4self-goveming, having its own elected officers. Several of these 
are joined into cantons called the **volosts". 

THE ZEMSTVO. 

The mirs are supplemented by the Zemstvos, the same com- 
prising larger territories with local self-governments. The Zem- 
stvo takes care of the larger public matters of the village com- 
munes and of their material and moral well being. The Zemstvo 
is similar to the Mir, consisting of an assembly of deputies and 
of a permanent executive department. Every **Ujezd" or di- 
strict, and every ''Gubernia'' or province, has a Zemstvo. The 
officers for these executive departments are elected by the Mirs, 
the landed proprietors and by the municipal corporations. The 
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Zemstvo is essentially a parliamentary institution. It is a fair 
example of a local parliament with an executive department, 
corresponding to the cabinet. Eich and poor are all on the 
same level in this local body, the Counts, the Barons and the 
Dukes and Princes are on the same footing as the muzhiks. The 
Mir and Zemstvo are the strongholds of Slav democracy, of its 
political rights and liberties, and on this foundation the future 
greatness of Russia must be built. The Duma, having now ob- 
tained, through the revolution, its full powers will be like a 
dome, capping this grand edifice of popular government of the 
Empire, the State, the Province and the Mir. 

THE ABTEL. 

By remaining true to her ancient organizations, Bussia will 

not only have found a solution for housing and feeding her 

immense agricultural population but she will also have found a 

most promising form of co-operation for her ever increasing class 
of landless toilers, the wage earners. She has her famous Artel, 
which is assuming ever larger proportions; so much so, that 
today even homes are being built on the Artel plan. Artel means 
a gang of laborers. The Artels, or workmen's associations, are 
corporations of independent workmen organized for the purpose 
of production, service or trade. The *'artelstiky" as the mem- 
bers are called, do the work on a job through their association, 
assuming all the risks and sharing in the profits equally. , In 
the Artel all the men are equal. All have the right to vote, to 
lake part in the administration of its affairs, and are entitled 
to all the honors in the power of the association to bestow on its 
members. Before a new member is admitted into the Artel, his 
past is scrupulously investigated, a moral life being one of the 
principal requirements. When joining the association the Ar- 
telstik pledges himself to work exclusively for the Artel. He 
leaves the association when he becomes unable to perform his 
share of the work. The distribution of the profits is made on 
the principle of equal work, equal pay. The life principle of 
the Artel is solidarity. This gives the members an unlimited 
confidence in their Artels. The Artel is responsible for all its 
members. It is of the greatest importance to the future of the 
ever growing industrial population of Russia to preserve the 
Artel and to develop it through governmental measures along 
co-operative lines. This is what the government is actually doing. 
And it is also exerting itself to develop all those industries 
which form the most important part of Russia's industrial life. 
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These are, then, the supporting pillars of Bussian Socialism^ 
resting on deep-rooted faith of the Slavs in human solidarity, in 
strong contrast to the West European and American civilization, 
and certainly very sharply opposed to the narrow minded, pedan- 
tic German institutions. If the capitalistic system brings to the 
great working classes of Western nations, in the words of the Ger- 
man Socialists themselves, an ever increasing uncertainty of exis- 
tence, ever increasing misery, servitude and degradation, it is to 
be hoped that by adhering jto her own Socialism, Bussia will spare 
her people these forms of poverty and will be able to bridge 
or diminish the gulf which is ever widening in other countries 
between the capitalists and the workmen. Co-operative societies 
for all workmen and farming land, reserved exclusively for agri- 
cultural workmen by always keeping it out of the grasp of spec- 
ulators, should be the guiding principles of Russia's national 
life. These will assure her future. In this way Bussia will 
prove an everlasting attraction to Western and Southern Slavs, 
accomplishing the favorite dream of the Slavophils, the grand 
Slavonic Federation under the Bussian hegemony. The Doctrine 
of Moscow, that all Slav streams must meet in a great Slav Sea 
will then be realized. 
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